
DBQ ESSAY CHECKLIST 
 

 YES NO ? If “no” or “?”, EXPLAIN 

INTRODUCTION 

1.  Is there HISTORICAL CONTEXT? (If “No,” also 
check “no” for 1a) 

   
 

1a. Does the historical context thoroughly and 
accurately explain the background of the topic 
(events leading up to it, not the topic itself)? 

   
 

2.  Is there a THESIS STATEMENT? (If “No,” also 
check “no” for 2a) 

   
 

2a. Does the thesis statement address both parts 
of the task? Ex. – Some Americans supported 
the Civil Rights Movement because __________, 
while others opposed it because __________. 

   

 

BODY PARAGRAPH #1 

3.  Is there a TOPIC SENTENCE that introduces first 
part of the task? Ex. – Some Americans supported 
the Civil Rights Movement because … 

   
 

4.  Is there any DOCUMENT INFORMATION ? 
(If “No,” check “no” for 4a – 4d) 

   
 

4a. Is the document information relevant to the 
topic of the paragraph? (topic sentence) 

   
 

4b. Is the document information in own words?    
 

4c. Is the document information thoroughly and 
accurately explained with info on speaker, 
audience, message, etc. (about 3-4 sentences)?  

   
 

4d. Is there a transition sentence from one 
document to the next? (Example starters: 
Another, Furthermore, In addition to, Similarly…) 

   
 

4e. Are these supporting documents cited 
correctly?  Ex.- “According to Boundy, Regulinski 
loves 5Ks because marathons scare him (Doc 1).” 

   
 

5. Is there any OUTSIDE KNOWLEDGE? (If “No,” 
check “no” for 5a & 5b) 

   
 

5a. Is the outside knowledge relevant to the 
topic of the paragraph? 

   
 

5b. Is the outside knowledge thoroughly and 
accurately explained (about 3-4 sentences)?  

   
 

6.  Is there a CLOSING SENTENCE that 
summarizes main idea of paragraph? (topic 
sentence re-worded)  

   

 
 

 



 YES NO ? If “no” or “?”, EXPLAIN 

BODY PARAGRAPH #2 

7.  Is there a TOPIC SENTENCE that introduces 
second part of the task? Ex. – “Some Americans 
opposed the Civil Rights Movement because…” 

   
 

8.  Is there any DOCUMENT INFORMATION ? 
(If “No,” check “no” for 8a – 8d) 

   
 

8a. Is the document information relevant to the 
topic of the paragraph? (topic sentence) 

   
 

8b. Is the document information in own words?    
 

8c. Is the document information thoroughly and 
accurately explained with info on speaker, 
audience, message, etc. (about 3-4 sentences)?  

   
 

8d. Is there a transition sentence from one 
document to the next? (Example starters: 
Another, Furthermore, In addition to, Similarly…) 

   
 

8e. Are these supporting documents cited 
correctly?  Ex. – “According to Regulinski, erosion 
moves faster than Boundy runs (Doc. 2).” 

   
 

9.  Is there any OUTSIDE KNOWLEDGE? (If “No,” 
check “no” for 9a & 9b) 

   
 

9a. Is the outside knowledge relevant to the 
topic of the paragraph? 

   
 

9b. Is the outside knowledge thoroughly and 
accurately explained (about 3-4 sentences)?  

   
 

10.  Is there a CLOSING SENTENCE that 
summarizes main idea of paragraph? (topic 
sentence re-worded)  

   

 
 

 

CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH 

11. Does CONCLUSION rephrase main idea of 
essay (historical context & thesis) in about 3-4 
sentences? 

   

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

OVERALL ESSAY CHECKLIST: 
 

TRUE   or   FALSE 
___             ___       In the intro. paragraph, the historical context comes FIRST, fully explaining the background of topic  
   BEFORE even mentioning the topic of the essay (thesis).  The thesis should be the last 1-2 sentences 
   of the intro. 
___             ___       The writer DOES NOT ask the reader questions throughout essay. 
___             ___       The writer cites documents using parentheses AFTER writing about it, and only cites each document once. 

Correct:  In a speech by Lincoln during the Civil War, he says “______”.  This means ______ (Doc. 1) 
Incorrect:  In Document 1, Lincoln says _____________________.  

___             ___       The writer correctly uses quotes and explains them fully in own words (not overused / not too lengthy). 
___             ___       The essay “FLOWS” (It’s not “all over the place” / jumping from one topic to another without transition). 
___             ___       The writer NEVER uses “I”, “Me”, “You”, “We”, or “Us” anywhere in the essay. 


